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Ryan Schultz
News Editor
Rose-Hulman is a highly-ranked, well-respected institution by not only the general public and employ-
ers, but also by its peers.  This respect, as il-
lustrated in U.S. News and World Report is 
one of the key selling points of the Institute.
But there exists a measure of excellence 
which is worth more to students than 
a whole SRC full of “Number #1” hats, 
and that is the accreditation received 
from the Accreditation Board for En-
gineering and Technology (ABET). 
Representatives from ABET were 
on campus October 22 – 24, observ-
ing nearly every aspect of Rose’s 
academic life to determine if the de-
partments of the institution should be re-
accredited.  According to Arthur Western, 
Vice President for Academic Affairs, Dean 
of the Faculty, and Professor of Phys-
ics and Optical Engineering, “Obtaining 
an undergraduate engineering degree 
from an ABET accredited engineering 
department is the first step in becom-
ing a registered professional engineer.” 
Richard Stamper, Assistant Professor 
of Mechanical Engineering, says, “From 
a pragmatic standpoint it is important 
to us because it is important to the orga-
nizations that loan our students money, 
it is important to the companies that re-
cruit our students, and it is important to 
the individuals and organizations that 
donate money to the Institute.  But aside 
from that, it is also important because it 
provides a framework for continuously 
seeking ways to improve the Institute.”
Before coming to campus, each evalua-
tor read extensive “Self-Studies” prepared 
by each department being evaluated. 
Upon arrival on campus, the evaluators 
spent their time assessing student work 
(examples of poor, average, and good), in-
terviewing students, faculty, and adminis-
trators, and even sitting in on a few classes.
Stamper had one of his classes observed 
by an ABET evaluator. “I was nervous 
about having an ABET evaluator observ-
ing one of my classes, particularly since 
the sample size is so small...some days 
[class] goes well and some days it doesn’t.”
Stamper was also interviewed by 
one of the evaluators. “I spent about 15 
minutes talking with the evaluator later 
in the day after he observed one of my 
classes.  He asked questions about a va-
riety of topics.”  And as to class that the 
evaluator observed?  “He seemed par-
ticularly pleased with the attentiveness 
and engagement that the students dis-
played during the class,” Stamper said.
Many students have misperceptions 
as to the significance of ABET’s visit; 
should they be worried that their par-
ticular department might lose its ac-
creditation?  Western responded to this 
concern by saying, “No currently accred-
ited program can lose it’s accreditation 
following this visit.  The worst that 
can happen is that a deficiency 
in the program would be cited by 
the visiting team.  We would then 
have roughly three years to take 
corrective action before that pro-
gram’s accreditation would be lost. 
Should this unlikely event occur, 
we obviously would work diligent-
ly to correct the perceived deficiency.” 
While some departments are up for 
reaccreditation, some departments ei-
ther did not exist or were still too young 
to be accredited when ABET was here 
last in 2000.  According to Western, 
“Four programs are up for ABET ac-
creditation for the first time this cycle: 
Biomedical Engineering, Optical En-
gineering, Software Engineering, and 
Computer Science.”  As for accredita-
tion for these newer programs, “I am 
very optimistic about receiving accredi-
tation for all programs,” says Western.
Some  Rose departments have been 
accredited for more than 70 years.
ABET visits, interviews, evaluates Rose
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Partly Cloudy 66 Hi / 51 Lo
Saturday
Morning Showers 53 Hi / 49 Lo
Sunday
Rain and High Winds 55 Hi / 43 Lo
Provided by www.weather.com
Weather for Prague, Czech Republic
Weather
Last week, Weird Al Yankovic’s new 
single, “White & Nerdy”, hit number 
9 on the Billboard Hot 100 list. This is 
the highest point that any of Yankovic’s 
songs has ever reached in his career. 
“White & Nerdy” bested his previous high 
of 12 with “Eat It,” which debuted in 1984. 
It has always been one of Yankov-
ic’s goals to reach the top 10. 
Yankovic credits the Internet as being 
the main reason his song has done so 
well. Sites such as YouTube aided him by 
hosting the “White & Nerdy” music video. 
According to Billboard.com, Yankovics’ 
song is now No. 11 on the Hot 100 list.
Boston is now the new record 
holder for the most jack-o’-lanterns 
lit in one place at the same time. 
The residents of the city met at Boston 
Common to light 30,128 carved pumpkins. 
It was estimated that over 100,000 
showed up to carve pumpkins and 
eat pumpkin pie for the event. 
The former record was 28,952 pump-
kins, which was held by Keane, New 
Hampshire. Keane attempted to break 
their own record but was only suc-
cessful in lighting 24,682 pumpkins.
Hacker Jon Lech Johansen claimed 
yesterday that he has figured out how 
to remove the playback restrictions on 
Apple’s iPod and iTunes music products. 
Johansen is 22 years old and has al-
ready managed to remove copyright 
protection from many DVDs, earn-
ing him the nickname, “DVD Jon.” 
He plans to license his newly devel-
oped code to businesses so that they can 
create content that is playable on iPods. 
The new business he plans to license the 
code under is name DoubleTwist Ventures. 
Johansen knows he will probably have 
legal troubles with Apple, but he feels 
that they will not be major enough to 
cause him significant financial harm.
The architecture of a Revolution
Ryan Schultz
News Editor
On Monday, Anatole Senkevitch, a profes-sor at the Taubman 
College of Architecture and 
Urban Planning at the Univer-
sity of Michigan, as part of an 
Art Lecture Series donated by 
the Elsie Pawsley Fund, gave a 
lecture in E-104 detailing two 
particular architectural lan-
guages of the Soviet Union; 
Avant Garde and Soviet Re-
alism.  More than 50 people 
attended the photographi-
cally intensive lecture on the 
two highly dissimilar styles.
Immediately following 
the Russian Revolution and 
the formation of the Soviet 
Union, artists of all kinds faced 
a shift in philosophy in the 
Motherland; the aristocratic 
regime that had once ruled 
was gone, replaced by radical 
revolutionaries.  The volatile 
political climate of the age 
also gave the artists of the So-
viet Union a perfect reason to 
change their philosophy -- to 
a more modern approach.
Senkevitch explained dur-
ing his lecture that art had al-
ready begun changing around 
the world already, Picasso and 
others were revolutionizing 
the modernist movement with 
cubism, which simultaneously 
showed an object from mul-
tiple points of view.  Soviet art-
ists were quick to seize upon 
the modernist movement, and 
these Avant Garde (French for 
“front guard,” its use means 
that something is experimen-
tal or novel, the so-called 
“bleeding edge”) artists put the 
new movement to use in the 
service of the new leadership.
Once the party came to 
power and Lenin stepped into 
command, he made his dislike 
of Avant Garde art well known. 
However, he saw that its simple 
geometry and oftentimes stark 
and blatantly obvious sym-
bolism was the perfect mode 
of transport for propaganda; 
a way to include the illiter-
ate population in art without 
alienating them.  Needless to 
say, Avant Garde flourished .
Senkevitch revealed that 
many brilliant innovations 
were created by Avant Garde 
architects, despite some alien-
ation of the public.  Buildings 
of the time served not only to 
fulfill their primary purpose, 
but the most architecturally 
successful buildings of the 
time also served as giant pro-
paganda machines.  This was 
one of the first times in history 
that the mass media, and the 
melting of multiple mediums 
(photography, film, sound) 
was completed seamlessly 
and successfully.  Architects 
designed integrated speaker 
stands that would extend the 
range of an orator’s voice and 
simultaneously project rel-
evant images on to screens 
so those unable to find a 
seat in the auditorium could 
still hear the message.  Ar-
chitects incorporated orator 
podiums into the very sides 
and balconies of buildings so 
that at any point in time, the 
Party could send its message.
Continued on Page 3...
http://www.peopleware.net/1989/images/ABET_LOGO_302_1245_WEB.jpg
The “Palace of Soviets,” a gigantic building designed at the 
height of the “Soviet Realist” period, was never built; World 
War II forced its delay and with the death of Stalin the Cathe-
dral that was demolished for its eventual construction was 
rebuilt.
http://www.wikipedia.org
•Women’s and Men’s Soc-
cer, vs. Hanover College, 
12:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m.
•Football, Anderson Uni-
versity, 1:30 p.m., Cook 
Stadium
•College Democrats’ 
Absentee Voter Party & 
Film Presentation, 6:00 
p.m., location TBA
EVENTS & CLASSIFIEDS2 The Rose Thorn




Very nice, large house for rent to Rose students 10-15 minutes 
from campus.  2  bedrooms plus full bath upstairs.  2 bed-
rooms plus full bath downstairs.   Large kitchen, DR, LR with 
fireplace.   Large rec room, attached 2 car garage.  Washer and 
dryer.   $250/ student plus utilities.    Landlord pays water and 
sewer.  Ext 8317 or 240-4774












The Rose Thorn welcomes and encourages comments from its readers.  We request that all letters to the editor be less than 600 words in length.
THE DEADLINE FOR CONTENT SUBMISSION IS 5 P.M. TWO DAYS PRIOR TO PUBLICATION
All content should be submitted to thorn@rose-hulman.edu or to the Rose Thorn Office (Hulman Memorial Union room 249).
The editors reserve the right to edit submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and factual errors.  The editors reserve the right to accept content changes submitted after deadline.
All letters must contain the writer’s signature (electronic form is acceptable) and contact information (e-mail address and/or phone number).
The views expressed in the Rose Thorn are those of the original author and do not necessarily represent the views of the Rose Thorn staff or Rose-Hulman community.
The Rose Thorn
CM 5037, 5500 Wabash Ave.





“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed 
by providing an accurate and 
dependable source for news and information.”
The Rose Thorn is published on Fridays

















































Looking for your own space just a 5 minute walk to Rose? 
Check out Sharp Flats East, located just east of Rose at 40 and 
Hunt Road.  We have efficiencies ($325 / month), studios ($375 
/ month), and 1 bedrooms ($425 / month + electric).  You’ll 
love the convenience of our Trails End Cafe 40, laundry facili-
ties, great maintenance, parking, and wireless.  Call today at 
812-877-1146 or check out our website www.sharpflats.com, 
sharpflats@excite.com!
Efficiencies, Studios, 1 Bedrooms
Menu features homeade cooking, desserts, and daily specials. 
Close to campus.  Dine in, carry out, or call ahead and we will 
have your order ready.  6710 E. Wabash Ave.  877-4002.
Trail’s End Cafe 40
Available now — 3 bedroom at 700 S. 5th Street.  Call for more 
info.  812-877-1146.  www.sharpflats.com.  sharpflats@excite.
com.
Sharp Flats, 5th Street
Beds $140.  All new no flip pillowtop set.  5 year warranty.  Full 
$140, Queen $160, King $230. 812-878-6604.  Delivery avail-
able.
Beds Available
•Vampire: The Requiem 
Live Action Roleplaying 
Game, 6:30 p.m., Kahn 
Room
•Career Services Job 
Interviews, all day
•Quarterback Club 
Luncheon, 11:45 a.m., 
Chauncey’s
•BCM’s Conversational 
English for International 
Students, 4:00 p.m., BCM 
House
•Career Services Job 
Interviews, all day
•ABBE Seminar, Hans 
Liao of Cargill’s BioTech-
nology Development 
Center, 4:20 p.m., O-257
Upcoming 
community events
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
Friday Saturday
October 27 28
29 30 31 November 1 2 3 4
•Career Services Job 
Interviews, all day
•ICI’s Leaders in IT Fall 
Summit, 9:00 a.m., Kahn 
Room
•Chemistry Seminar, Bruce 
Ault of University of Cin-
cinnati, 11:45 a.m., G-315
•IRPA Workshop: “Show 
Your Computer Screens...”, 
4:20 p.m., O-257
•Career Services Job 
Interviews, all day
•Rose-Hulman Women’s 
Club’s Morning Book 
Group, 10:00 a.m., Mar-
cella Guthrie’s home
•Fall Art Reception & 
Lectures, 4:30 p.m., GM 
Room
•ICI’s Leaders in IT Fall 
Summit, 12:00 p.m., Kahn 
Room
•Diversity Council Pro-
gram, Dr. Mohamedan 
Ould-Mey of ISU, 4:30 
p.m., GM Room
•Alpha Omicron Pi’s Trick-
or-Treat For Unicef Fund-
Raising Event, 7:00 p.m., 
local neighborhoods
•Career Services Job 
Interviews, all day
•Third IRCBC Research 
Symposium, 8:30 a.m., 
Kahn Room
•Student Activities 
Board’s Las Vegas Nite, 
8:00 p.m., Hulbert Arena
$6.50/hr 
Work Study Positions Available Now
Rose Thorn Business Manager and Assistant Advertising Manager
Email resume to thorn@rose-hulman.edu
Business Managers will:
~Manage important finances
~Work with billing/accts payable









The crown jewel of the Avant 
Garde movement, however, 
was the Monument to the Third 
International, a tower of com-
pletely abstract proportion 
which contained, in its open 
interior, four precise geometric 
rotating prisms, which would 
serve simultaneously as build-
ings and propaganda machines.
Senkevitch explains that 
when the head of the Party 
changed, so did the artistic and 
architectural voice of the time.
While the propaganda of Len-
in’s regime was stark, unapolo-
getic, and made an effort to be 
different from anything that had 
come before, Stalin’s regime was 
more concerned with the self-
promotion of Stalin.  The form 
of art that developed during this 
time, Senkevitch revealed, was 
Soviet Realism.  The purpose of 
this form of art, says Senkev-
itch, was to reveal “reality in its 
revolutionary development.”  In 
other words, the purpose was to 
glorify the struggles of the pro-
letariat (thereby making every 
work a piece of propaganda) 
by using myths to convey the 
ideals of the Party.  This form 
of art dominated the commu-
nist world for almost 60 years.
Soviet realism as it applied 
to architecture was essentially 
unchanged from other artistic 
media and was dominated by 
two major characteristics: grand-
scale buildings, and iconic sim-
plicity (able to be understood by 
the masses while simultaneously 
projecting the grandness of the 
Soviet Union).  Senkevitch says 
that the sole purpose of this ar-
chitecture was for Stalin’s own 
self-promotion and propaganda.
The crowning achievement 
of this movement was the Pal-
ace of the Soviets, which was to 
be built immediately adjacent 
to the Kremlin.  Senkevitch said 
that the original criteria dictat-
ed that the structure had to be 
huge and appropriately modern. 
He then went on to say that de-
spite the criteria, nearly all of the 
original entries were discarded 
because they were too modern. 
Instead, the final (never built) 
design became the most accu-
rate, all-inclusive example of all 
the classic details of Soviet Re-
alim, according to Senkevitch. 
 Senkevitch summarized by 
saying that the two different styles 
of architecture that developed 
during the Russian Revolution 
were vastly different from one 
another; Avant-Garde was mod-
ern and abstract whereas Soviet 
Realism was rooted in the ideal-
ization of traditional Russian life.
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RHEV and ARC Dis-
play Their Work at 
Homecoming and 
Dad’s Day 
By:  Elliot Goodman 
For about two hours before 
the Homecoming football 
game, a number of RHIT 
student groups displayed 
their projects to alumni and 
visitors. Among these 
groups were two SGA clubs: 
the RH Efficient Vehicles 
Team (RHEV) and the Ae-
rial Robotics Club (ARC). 
Both groups spent the after-
noon chatting with alumni, 
showing off their members’ 
work, and generally having 
fun in the Cook Stadium lot. 
These groups and others will 
be on display on Dad’s Day 
(October 28th), so take a few 
minutes to check out what 
they’re doing. If you’re in-
terested in RHEV, visit 
www.rose-hulman.edu/
RHEV, and if you want to 
see more from ARC, visit 
www.rhitrobotics.org. For a 
full list of SGA clubs, check 





O c t o b e r  2 6 —
Volleyball Tailgating, 
6:30 pm, Hulbert 
Arena
October 28—United 
Way 50/50 Ticket 
drawing at Football 
Game 
O c t o b e r  3 1 —
Halloween, SGA 
Meeting, 5:30 pm, 
Kahn Room 
If you would like 
your club’s events to 
be publicized here, 
contact:     Rachel 
Howser at hows-
e r r n @ r o s e -
hulman.edu
Vigo County Relay for 
Life
By: Rachel Howser 
Jill Watson, the chair of the 
Vigo County Relay for Life, 
came to speak to SGA.   Re-
lay for Life is an overnight 
event that celebrates cancer 
survivors and raises money 
for the American Cancer So-
ciety.  The American Cancer 
Society has four goals.  They 
are education about cancer, 
support to the patients and 
their families, raising money 
for research, and advocacy. 
One can get involved by join-
ing the Vigo County Relay 
for Life Committee, becom-
ing a team captain, or joining 
a team.  The event will be 
held on April 20-21 on the 
ISU track from 6 pm to 6 am.  
Contact Jill Watson, wat-
sonj1@rose-hulman.edu for 
more information. 
The Student Government Association of Rose-Hulman 
Senate Update 
By: Rachel Howser 
 SGA held its third meeting 
on Tuesday, October 10th.  
The keynote speaker was Jill 
Watson, the chair for the 
Vigo County Relay for life.  
At the beginning of the 
meeting, the general fund 
held just over 58,000 dol-
lars.  The commuters felt 
that we should have more 
events with the other col-
leges in Terre Haute.  Presi-
dent Riley Buttry explained 
that planning for such an 
event is underway, and it is 
planned for the end of Janu-
ary.  WMHD came before 
senate with a funding re-
quest.  They received fund-
ing for a new CD database 
machine and to travel to New 
York for the CMJ Music 
Conference.
Architecture, from Page 1
This is another example of Soviet Realism, the “Avrora Krasnodar” 
or “Cinemacenter” in Avrora, designed by E.A. Serdjukov in 1967. 
The theater houses 1300 seats.
http://www.wikipedia.org
“Worker and Kolkhoz Woman” 




The Study Abroad Information Fair, this past Wednesday, offered 
students a plethora of literature on a variety of study abroad op-
portunities.
Joseph Barlan / Rose Thorn
Students peruse the information available at the Study Abroad In-
formation Fair, this past Wednesday, in the Union.











“The Prestige,” co-written and 
directed by Christopher Nolan 
(who did “Batman Begins” and 
“Momento”), is a simply amazing 
film.  It’s the story of two magicians 
(played by Hugh Jackman and 
Christian Bale) who begin as ap-
prentices for the same magician. 
After a trick goes wrong and wife of 
one of the apprentices dies as the 
lovely assistant in a magic trick, the 
two apprentices both began their 
individual careers as magicians. 
The loss of the assistant begins a ri-
valry between the two apprentices 
that comes to a head over a trick 
that one cannot figure out.
The characters all very believ-
able, and make it easy to suspend 
disbelief.  The story is told non-
linearly in a way that makes it 
very engaging.  This film is also 
beautifully directed and is easy 
to appreciate in the same way 
one appreciates a painting.  The 
film presents a pattern to magic 
tricks, involving three parts: the 
pledge, the turn, and the pres-
tige.  The film follows the pattern 
itself, beginning with an ordinary 
seeming premise, has a fantastic 
turn in the middle, and blows you 
away at the end.
Only go to see this movie if you 
like thinking though, because 
this one will get the gears turn-
ing.  There’s so much mystery 
and deep-woven connections 
that this film will be on your 
mind for some time.  I was afraid 
to breath and miss a moment of 
the unfolding story.  It touches 
on so many aspects of humanity 
like love, trust, and death that it’s 
hard not to even reflect on your-
self a bit.  Go to see this movie.
I did have one complaint after 
seeing it though.  And if you con-
tinue reading, I’ll tell you.  But 
don’t read anymore if you want to 
see this movie, because my com-
plaint is unfounded but will give 
you a hint as to the mind-blow-
ingness of the film.  The com-
plaint is this: the ending is over-
explained.  I walked out of the 
theater thinking, “do they think 
I’m stupid?  I figured that out 
when the film was half over…”  
But when you apply a little 
thought to it, that was all part 
of the “magic trick” to the film. 
The real “prestige” of this film is 
underplayed but the more you 
think through it, the more you 
find yourself saying, “No way!” 
And frankly, I haven’t been able 
to squelch my desire to see this 
movie again as I replay moments 
in my head.
Rose-Hulman News
Just in time for the Halloween 
season, the Drama Club has re-
vived Mary Shelley’s horror classic 
“Frankenstein” in an entertaining 
production that provides lots of 
tricks and treats while examining 
the power of science and hubris.
The play will be performed Fri-
day and Saturday, along with No-
vember 3-4, at 8 p.m. in the Hat-
field Hall Theater.  Tickets are $8 
for adults, $6 for non-Rose-Hul-
man students and free for RHIT 
students.  Tickets for Saturday’s 
show are sold out because of 
Rose-Hulman’s Dad’s Day.  Tick-
ets may be reserved by calling 
(812) 877-8544.  Because of the 
adult situations and themes, the 
play would be most enjoyable 
for mature audiences.  Parental 
guidance is recommended for 
children under 13 years old.
Rose-Hulman’s “Frankenstein” 
production stays true to Shelley’s 
novel and draws from the scien-
tific inquiries of the early 1800s 
to create a monster tale that has 
fascinated generations.  Although 
most people associate Franken-
stein with the monster, it’s actu-
ally the name of the scientist who 
created the creature. 
Shelley didn’t give the monster 
a name because doing so would 
have humanized it, Drama Club 
Director Bunny Nash explained. 
During the course of the play, the 
creature becomes more human 
and Victor Frankenstein becomes 
the monster.
Dr. Frankenstein’s creation 
searches endlessly for compan-
ionship and an understanding of 
his place in the world.  The Goth-
ic thriller recounts the story of 
unrestrained science played out 
against one man’s quest to act the 
role of God. 
The theme is still relevant today 
in discussions about stem cell re-
search, cloning and other scien-
tific advances, according to Nash.
The scientist is a man with “no-
ble intentions who, in reaching 
his goal, loses part of himself,” 
states Christian Gage, a senior 
who plays Victor Frankenstein.
“The audience is left to deter-
mine who the real monster is,” 
said David Bander, a senior who 
depicts one of the two scavengers 
who find specimens for Victor’s 
experiments.  “The play takes all 
of the exciting points from the 
book so you’re never let down.”
In the movies, the Creature or 
Monster is not very sympathetic. 
However, in the novel, readers tend 
to empathize with him.  The same is 
true of the play.  Once the Creature, 
played by sophomore Andrew Byr-
ley, arises from the operating table 
and comes to life, so does the play.
“When you go into it, you think 
the creature is evil and the scien-
tist is good,” Byrley says.  “But by 
the time you get to the end of the 
play, you change your mind.”
The play’s cast also features 
sophomore Brittany LeClear as 
Victor’s adopted “sister” and even-
tual wife, Elizabeth; freshman Tra-
vis Vanderberg as Victor’s friend 
Henry Clerval; freshman Molly 
Perry in the pivotal role of the 
doomed Justine Moritz; and senior 
Nick Slabaugh, who plays a blind 
man, Delacey, who helps re-define 
the Creature’s rough exterior.  The 
play also includes Aaron Meles, Jar-
od Markley, Rachel Carlson, Daniel 
Robertson and Taylor Moore.
“Elizabeth is, in some ways, 
Victor’s only means of salvation. 
That is a very hard thing to por-
tray,” relates LeClear.  “I was at-
tracted to the role because of the 
challenges it faced.  Elizabeth is 
a strong woman without using 
a lot of emotions, and I felt that 
the role would allow me to grow 
more on stage.”
Technical Director Greg 
Stump’s marvelous sound design 
and lighting augments a feeling of 
dreadful and fateful foreshadow-
ing.  Special effects are provided 
by Thomas James Productions. 
And, the set design is a nautical 
wonder, too.  In fact, “Franken-
stein” features the largest set ever 
constructed for a Rose-Hulman 
Drama Club production.
“The Prestige” 
worthy of  its name
Drama Club creates “Frankenstein”
The Drama Club’s production of Frankenstein features Brittany LeClear as Elizabeth Frankenstein, Nick 
Slabaugh as the blind Delacey, and Aaron Meles and David Bander as a couple of degenerates.
Rose-Hulman
ENTERTAINMENT4 The Rose Thorn
Congratulations Matt Kivett!  Winner of the iPod 
Shuffle from Belden’s Information Session.  If you 
are interested in joining the Belden team, email your 








S t o r e  H o u r s . . .
Mon-Wed: 9am - 1am
Thurs-Sat: 9am - 2am
Sunday: 12pm - 12am
1234 WABASH AVE.
Christian Bale and Hugh Jackman star as two magician apprentices 
in “The Prestige,” a smart, well-crafted movie full of connections 




“Dre died of cholera.”  “T-dawg 
got sick and died.”  “Mae died of 
dysentery.”
How many of your friends did 
you kill off by accident in “Or-
egon Trail”?  I haven’t run into 
a student yet that doesn’t have 
some memory of “Oregon Trail” 
in elementary school.
I recently gained access to three 
versions of “Oregon Trail.”  All are 
Windows versions, so they may 
not be quite what you remember 
from elementary school if you 
played on a Mac.  What I’ll refer 
to as the “first edition” was re-
leased for Windows in 1993 and is 
merely titled “Oregon Trail.”  The 
“Oregon Trail: 3rd Edition: Pio-
neer Adventures” was released in 
1997, and the “5th edition” (fully 
titled “Oregon Trail: 5th Edition: 
Adventures Along the Oregon 
Trail”) was released in 2001.
The first edition was the edi-
tion I recalled playing in elemen-
tary school.  Its interface was 
nice and clean, always display-
ing some important information: 
how much food is left, overall 
health, what’s going on through 
the scrolling “diary”, and the cur-
rently set pace and rations.  Good 
information at a glance.
Firing up the 3rd edition and 
getting started was easy enough, 
and I was very excited.  I mean, 
imagine all the cool complexities 
that could have been added to the 
original while keeping the diseas-
es just as authentic and amusing.  
Unfortunately, I was a little dis-
appointed.  The interface for the 
3rd edition was hard for me to 
use.  I had a hard time just getting 
a party together from pre-gener-
ated characters.  
Once on the trail, the problem 
intensified.  Replacing the simple, 
yet informative first edition view 
is a slideshow of “scenic” pictures 
(perhaps cool to kids in 1997, but 
really too small and low-resolu-
tion to be interesting) and a va-
riety of images (without always 
visible text labels) that represent 
other information you can see or 
things you can do.  I found my-
self clicking buttons willy-nilly, 
popping up all sorts of stuff with 
more icons that I clicked on wild-
ly.  Just getting my list of supplies 
felt difficult.  
A really awesome thing about 
the 3rd edition was the variety of 
supplies you could buy.  You can 
take along milk cows, chickens, 
musical instruments, and too 
many different kinds of foods, 
instead of just “rations”.  I don’t 
know how some of the more rec-
reational items are used, but the 
chickens produced eggs before 
they died off.  (Hey, I didn’t know 
how to take care of a chicken.)
The 3rd edition succeeds in 
being more immersive than the 
first edition — camping lets you 
hear stories from your trail com-
panions and the variety of items 
you can stock seems representa-
tive of the time.  People are more 
interactive in the 3rd edition, and 
they move when they talk to you. 
I was impressed, despite the age 
of the graphics.
The 5th edition had all of the 
“new” features of the 3rd edition 
in addition to some poorly-voice-
acted history in a parallel plot.  Lo 
and behold, you aren’t the only 
one traveling the trail — a group 
of three kids and a mountain 
man friend of their father’s are 
going along, too, learning history 
as they go.  The kids are creep-
ily-drawn (they don’t blink!) and 
smile too much.
As a traveler in the 5th edi-
tion, you get to pick where you 
go — Oregon, Salt Lake City, or 
Sacramento.  Both the 3rd and 5th 
editions have a rather ridiculous 
number of jobs for you to hold, 
including prospector and lawyer, 
and the 5th edition adds some 
distinct role-playing elements, in-
cluding “skill points” that can be 
distributed into skills like medi-
cine, blacksmithing, Spanish, and 
carpentry.  I thought that was ex-
tremely nice.  Who says a doctor 
can’t change a wagon wheel?  
The 5th edition improves on 
the 3rd edition’s interface prob-
lems, making gameplay much 
better, but still fails to provide the 
useful information-at-a-glance 
of the first edition.  
All versions have the classic 
ways of death among characters, 
but the later versions include 
death by animal mauling (as well 
as frostbite and some other new 
ones).  The mauling which was a 
personal favorite.
All editions also retain the 
amazing hunting system that 
made “Oregon Trail” so fun.  The 
5th edition adds in the complex-
ity of a rifle that remains open af-
ter a shot until you click to reload 
it.  I missed many a quick deer by 
getting a squirrel, then forgetting 
to reload.  Hilarity and frantic 
clicking ensued.
The feature sets of the later edi-
tions are too extensive to list, but 
the key point is that the first and 
5th editions are still playable and 
fun, despite a few quirks.  The old 
sadness at deaths, joy in hunt-
ing, and desperation to reach Or-
egon before the last person dies 
are still present, which, I think, 
adequately preserve the spirit of 
“Oregon Trail”.
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“You died of cholera.”
The in-town view of the first edition of “Oregon Trail.”  Note the clear and easy access to the most useful 
parts of the game while trailblazing.  The text labels make it clear, in case you don’t know what two hands 
would represent (trade).
Lissa Avery / Rose Thorn
This is the trail view from the 3rd edition of “Oregon Trail.”  I was confused by the use of a family photo 
to show me the map.  You also can’t see the map and basic status information at the same time.
Lissa Avery / Rose Thorn
The 5th edition had entirely too many interruptions for trivial things, like very cold weather or near-
drownings.  The trail experience was also easier than the first edition in beginner mode.
Lissa Avery / Rose Thorn
I really liked the more role-playing aspects to the 5th edition’s char-
acter creation.  It felt more realistic.
Lissa Avery / Rose Thorn
Sometimes I think that NASA 
should remake their logo to show 
some piece of machinery burn-
ing up in an extraterrestrial at-
mosphere somewhere. Or maybe 
just a giant bundle of money 
burning up in the atmosphere. At 
the very least, they should depict 
an astronaut shooting himself in 
the foot.
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i m a g i n a -
tion of millions of people and is 
arguably one of the greatest as-
tronomical tools ever created. If 
the repairs are not completed by 
the end of 2008, the Hubble will 
cease to function around 2010. 
Right now, the biggest things 
keeping such a mission from fl y-
ing are safety concerns. If a repair 
is attempted on the Hubble and 
the shuttle is stricken with prob-
lem that makes a landing danger-
ous, the shuttle will be unable to 
reach the refuge of the Interna-
tional Space Station. In the words 
of astronaut Joe Tanner, “That’s a 
real comfort to know that if you 
have a problem, you have a place 
to hang out.”
I agree that safety is paramount 
when traveling into space, but I 
also strongly believe that it is in 
NASA’s best interests to keep the 
Hubble functioning and that they 
should do everything in their 
power to make it happen. The 
future of NASA could very well 
depend on it.
NASA has been unable to en-
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p l o r i n g 
unchart-
ed territory, a fascination with 
making science fi ction a reality, 
and a dramatic showdown with 
the communists of the Soviet 
Union. 
However, the Soviet Union fell 
and shuttle program was institut-
ed, making space travel routine. 
Since then, it seems NASA has 
been unable to rekindle Ameri-
ca’s interest in space exploration.
The closest NASA has come to 
relighting this fl ame 
of interest was after 




tures the telescope 
began to send back of 
distant stars, nebulae, 
and galaxies began to 
spark the imagination 
and interest of those 
who saw them. Hubble 
began to unlock the se-
crets of the universe in 
a way that hadn’t been 
reproduced since the 
Apollo missions, and the Ameri-
can people felt like they were ex-
ploring space again.
Right now, almost all of NASA’s 
shuttle and astronaut assets are 
pouring into the construction 
and operation of the Interna-
tional Space Station, a project 
that has had the opposite effect 
on American minds. Few people 
know anything about the exis-
tence of the space station, much 
less its purpose or current dispo-
sition. However, NASA contin-
ues to hammer away at making 
the space station work while the 
public remains apathetic about 
what amounts to a space shuttle 
squared.
The Hubble has also proven to 
be invaluable to astronomers as 
well. According to the Associated 
Press, throughout its history the 
telescope has enabled astrono-
mers to observe the universe as 
it was 12 billion years ago, pro-
vided measurements that helped 
establish the size and age of the 
universe, and offered evidence 
that the expansion of the uni-
verse is accelerating, in addition 
to taking pictures of distant ob-
jects that would be impossible to 
produce from the Earth’s surface.
The Hubble’s value is not only 
in its formidable contributions to 
the astronomical community, but 
also in its ability to get the public 
interested in space again. In an 
age where tax cuts and balanc-
ing the budget are 
the name of the po-
litical game, NASA 
needs widespread 
public support in 
order to hold on 
to funding that 
could otherwise be 
used on programs 
that would have a 
more palpable ef-
fect on the average 
citizen. Hopefully, 
NASA will not have 
to choose between 
what is good for 
public relations 
and what is safe, but if they must, 
they had better start thinking of 
new ways to fi ll the daunting hole 
that the Hubble left.
Andrew Klusman
Staff Writer
Oftentimes, there are argu-
ments over the best way to solve 
the world’s poverty problem. 
Debt relief, giving “loans” to gov-
ernments, or, most often, free aid 
packages that only temporarily 
solve the problem.  The benefi ts 
of these efforts, however, are of-
ten only temporary, and are soon 
lost.  One excellent way to help 
alleviate poverty, while still re-
specting human rights, is to pro-
mote and use microcrediting.  
Microcrediting is the name for 
giving small loans to those who 
have the suffi cient credit, and 
charging low rates, and allowing 
for fl exible payment schedules. 
This idea has helped lift millions 
out of poverty throughout South-
ern Asia, and concentrated in 
Bangladesh.  This help has been 
provided by Muhammad Yunus, 
the founder of Grameen Bank, 
the poster child for microcredit-
ing.  
On October 13, Yunus and the 
Grameen Bank received the No-
bel Peace Prize for their work in 
pioneering the use of microcred-
iting, and for help lift millions out 
of poverty.  
The story goes that in 1974, 
Yunus was chatting with a 21-
year-old woman with three chil-
dren, and asked her how much 
she earned.  She responded by 
saying she had to borrow about 
5 taka (approximately 9 cents) 
from a middleman for the bam-
boo for each stool she made. 
All but two cents of that money 
went back to the middleman. 
The following day, he and his 
students (he was a young eco-
nomics professor) surveyed the 
village, and found that 43 of the 
villagers owed a total of 856 taka 
(which equals about $27).  He 
then put the $27 out there, and 
said they could repay him when 
they could.  His idea was to have 
them buy their own materi-
als and cut out the middleman. 
This idea, and its success among 
these women, led to the found-
ing of the Grameen Bank.  Since 
then, his bank has lent $5.72 
billion to more than six million 
Bangladeshis, with 90% of the 
borrowers being women.
Grameen Bank can be traced 
back to 1976.  The name “Gra-
meen,” in Bangla means “ru-
ral” or “village.”  It is built on 
the conviction held by Yunus 
that poor people can be reli-
able borrowers, and even avid 
entrepreneurs.  Not only that, 
but by requiring that the money 
borrowed be paid back, Yunus 
props up their human digni-
ty.  No longer is it a slap in the 
face by a rich, Western country 
that gives the poor free aid.  It 
is a fellow citizen of their home-
land, extending his hand to help 
improve this person’s life and 
family.  
Yunus’ Peace Prize is well 
overdue, and its good to see 
someone like him receive it. 
The true way to ending violence 
around the world is the eradi-
cation of poverty.  To eradicate 
poverty, microcrediting is a tre-
mendous and effective way of 
helping the poor end their cycle 
of poverty.
More information on the 
Grameen Bank can be found 
on their website (http://www.
grameen-info.org/), and an in-
terview with Yunus by Charlie 
Rose can be found by searching 
Google Video.  The interview is 
one hour long.
NASA needs the Hubble






Microcredit: The best policy 
for helping the poor
Tiffany Parrott
Staff Writer
While driving through Chica-
go this past July, I had to make 
the routine fill-up at the gas sta-
tion. At a stifling $3.45 a gallon, 
my road trip’s arrival time be-
came greatly delayed as I began 
to consciously drive the speed 
limit in order to bank some gas. 
Today, the price for a gallon of 
gas is only $2.02. 
With the weather cooling 
down more every day, the de-
mand for petroleum increases. 
Therefore, according to the law 
of supply-and-demand, the 
price of petroleum should be 
escalating. However, the oppo-
site has happened: prices rose 
in the spring while they are de-
creasing this fall.
Autumn is not only season 
for dropping temperatures; it is 
also the time for primary elec-
tions. What better way to sway 
voters than to resolve the one 
economic issue that had been 
making headlines for months? 
Coincidently, the GOP has lots 
of ties to the oil industry, name-
ly through George Bush. 
George Bush has a long histo-
ry with the oil industry, chiefly 
through his shared company, 
Spectrum, as well as connec-
tions with other oil businesses 
such as Harken Energy. In 1986 
he established a partnership 
with Enron (according to pub-
lic record), and he also has as-
sociated with the Bin Laden’s 
oil company. He became a ma-
jor Texas oil man by working 
out deals with various com-
panies, increasing profits for 
his industry. The experience of 
manipulating the oil industry 
has its advantage when you’re 
President and the number one 
concern of your citizens is oil 
prices. 
Bringing down the cost of gas 
to a reasonable figure not only 
reflects a healthier economy, it 
also illustrates that the situation 
in Iran is improving, as most 
oil is derived from the Middle 
East. An improving post-9/11 
economy would give Bush the 
status of our nation’s hero. Add 
the flair of helping out other 
countries too, and the president 
would portray himself as a de-
fiant leader with citizens who 
should embrace him.
Even though the attempt 
seems effective, polls still reveal 
a large disapproval of our Presi-
dent. Only 39% of Americans 
approve of the President, with 
Congress’s rating at a derisory 
12%. While this is old news, it 
still prophesizes that the right-
winged will probably become 
the minority in the House after 
the twelve years of dominat-
ing it. Desperation to keep the 
lion’s share of the House has re-
sulted in unnecessary industry 
abuse. While strategic funneling 
of money by the government 
tries to play us like pianos, the 
unleaded prices will not lead to 
more votes.
The mêlée to remain 
the majority
Nobel Peace Prize winner Mu-
hammad Yunus.
 http://www.grameen-info.org/
The Hubble Space telescope has made discoveries that would be 
impossible for an Earth-based telescope to make.
 All photos courtesy of http://www.nasa.gov
One week left 
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World Series begins
The St. Louis Cardinals are 
representing the National 
League and the Detroit Tigers 
are representing the American 
League in the World Series, 
which started last Saturday in 
Detroit. The Cardinals looked 
strong in Game 1, taking the 
game by a score of 7-2. Game 
two, however, belonged to vet-
eran Kenny Rogers, who shut 
down Cardinals hitters. The Ti-
gers, riding on stellar pitching, 
won Game 2 by a score of 3-1. 
Game 3 brought the series to 
St. Louis where the Cardinals 
were helped by an outstand-
ing outing by starter Chris Car-
penter to win the game 5-0. 
Barber to retire
New York Giants running-
back Tiki Barber has said that 
he will retire after the 2006-
2007 NFL season. Many crit-
ics bashed Barber’s decision 
announce his retirement early 
in the season, saying that it 
would distract the Giants. Bar-
ber lashed back, calling his 
critics “idiots” because they 
chastised his decision without 
ever having ”spoken to [him], 
nor any one of [his] team-
mates or any of [his] coaches,” 
Barber has spoken of pursuing 
a career in television or other 







The men’s soccer team tied 
its single-season school record 
of 12 victories after defeating 
Bluffton Uni-
versity 1-0 in 
Heartland Col-
legiate Athletic 
C o n f e r e n c e 
action last Sat-
urday.
The 12 wins 
tie the Engi-
neer school 









Senior David McIlwaine 
scored the lone goal of the 
match in the fi rst half, courtesy 
of a pass from senior Eric Hoil-
and.
Junior Trey Buck returned 
to the lineup for the fi rst time 
since Oct. 4 and recorded his 
fi fth shutout of the season in 
goal.  Buck lowered his season 








ton 8-7.  Buck 
tallied seven 
saves in net for 
the Engineers.
R o s e - H u l -
man improved 
to 12-3-1 on the 
season and 4-2 
in HCAC play, 
while Bluffton 
dropped to 3-11 
and 2-5 in league games.  The 
Engineers host Hanover tomor-
row before traveling to Franklin 
College on Sunday.  The top four 
teams in the HCAC qualify for 
the league tournament on Nov. 
1-4.
Trey Buck returned to the Engi-
neer goal and recorded a shut-
out victory over Bluffton.
Rose Hulman News
Rose Hulman News
The women’s soccer team 
improved to 10-3 overall and 
4-2 in HCAC play with a 4-1 vic-
tory over Bluffton University in 
women’s soccer action last Sat-
urday.
Junior Julie Roebel and soph-
omore Liz Ridgway each had 
one goal and one assist to lead 
the balanced Engineer attack.
Sophomore Morgan Coan and 
junior Meggy McGaffi gan added 
goals for the Engineers.
Roebel put Rose ahead 1-0 
early in the fi rst half with a goal. 
Coan took advantage of a pass 
from Roebel to make the score 
2-0 midway through the half.
The Engineers added a third 
fi rst half goal when Ridgway 
boomed home a goal, on the 
22nd career assist by junior Jen-
nifer Gordon.  
After Bluffton closed within 
3-1, the Engineers relied on 
McGaffi gan to make the score 
4-1.  Sophomore Jen Lyman was 
credited with the assist on the 
fi nal score.
Rose-Hulman returns to ac-
tion at home against Hanover 
College on Saturday at noon at 
Jim Rendel Field.  The Engineers 
travel to Franklin on Sunday to 
conclude the regular season.
Julie Roebel assisted the sec-
ond goal in the Engineer win.
Rose Hulman News
Men tie single-season win record
Women roll past Bluffton 4-1
Join us









On a normal day at Rose, if 
one looks around campus he or 
she is bound to fi nd someone, if 
not multiple people, with plastic 
bags of ice Saran wrapped to var-
ious body parts.  Where is all of 
this ice coming from?  It is com-
ing from the RHIT Athletic Train-
ing Room.
The Athletic Training Room is 
located in the lower level of the 
SRC.  Rose has three certifi ed ath-
letic trainers on staff: Scott Keller, 
Kristen Cole, and Jim Nave.  The 
Athletic Training room is open to 
varsity athletes Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. and from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m.  
The athletic trainers treat just 
about every imaginable injury. 
Trainer Kristen Cole states, “The 
most common injury we see is 
knee sprains.  The second most 
is ankle sprains.”  When asked 
what teams seem to have the 
most injuries, she replied, “Full 
contact sports, such as football 
and soccer, suffer the most acute 
injuries.”  Of course, the best 
way to get over an injury is to 
not be hurt at all.  “Be smart with 
physical activity.  Make sure you 
get a proper warm-up and wear 
protective devices suggested for 
the sport.”
Rose is currently allowing stu-
dents from ISU who are majoring 
in athletic training to come here 
to work on clinicals.  Currently, 
ISU student Amanda Carroll is 
working in such a clinical.  When 
asked how she became interested 
in athletic training, Carroll re-
plied, “I was injured as an athlete 
in high school, so I had to visit the 
athletic trainer at my high school 
quite frequently.”  
The ISU athletic training pro-
gram seems quite rigorous.  “We 
have clinical classes and educa-
tional classes.  For your senior 
year, you are required to perform 
300 hours of clinicals.  In our 
clinical classes we go over tasks 
we learned in classes to make 
sure we can perform will in our 
clinicals.”    
One may ask what one should 
do if he or she gets hurt but is 
not a varsity athlete.  Cole ex-
plained, “If a non-varsity athlete 
is injured, he or she should go to 
the Student Health Center for an 
evaluation.  The athlete may be 
treated by the athletic training 
staff if he or she is referred by the 
SHC [Student Health Center].
Being quite a klutz myself, I 
have spent innumerable hours in 
the Athletic Training Room and 
I have had nothing but positive 
experiences.  The staff is friendly 
and professional.  The facility is 
very nice.  If you are hurt and de-
bating on whether to see some-
one about it, I would suggest 
trying to get a referral to see the 
athletic training staff.
Athletic Training 
Room: worth the visit
Rose Hulman News
The cross country team cap-
tured top honors at the 11-team 
Millikin University Invitational 
on a chilly Friday afternoon.
Junior Rachel Krasich led the 
victorious Engineers with a third-
place fi nish in a six-kilometer 
time of 23:30.
“We ran well in tough condi-
tions.  This is a big win for the 
women’s cross country program,” 
said Rose-Hulman head coach 
Larry Cole.
Senior Mandy Hecker placed 
sixth overall with a time of 24:14 
to lead the strong effort.  Fresh-
man Melissa Rogers added a 12th 
place in a time of 24:31.
The team score was rounded 
out by junior Alissa Bishel with 
a 14th place in 24:37 and junior 
Luisa Fairfax with a time of 24:47 
for a 19th place.
The victory marked Rose-Hul-
man’s second Invitational win of 
the season, after the team won at 
Franklin earlier this fall.
Rose-Hulman returns to ac-
tion at the Heartland Collegiate 
Athletic Conference champion-
ships on Saturday at Franklin 
College.
Cross country places high 
at Millikin Invitational
“We can’t get away from the 
fact that MS Word is control-
ling our lives and probably 
running the government.”
-- Prof. Livesay, being para-
noid again
“...for the world of beer is a 
great and fine and marvel-
ous place.”
-- Prof. Minster, on poetic in-
toxication
“If all of them are critical then 
your client is nuts and 
you’ve got to gracefully tell 
them that.”
-- Prof. Mutchler, being 
graceful
“This is the shiznat.”
-- Prof. Minster, on Whitman
“Think I’ll have a cinnamon Al-
toid before continuing.”
-- Prof. McMurdy, the walk-
ing billboard
“We’re boring; we’re engineers. 
We know that we’re not actu-
ally boring, but our writing 
has to sound boring.  That’s 
how we stay engineers.”
-- Prof. Livesay, droning on 
again
“Maple couldn’t do it ‘cause 
Maple is retarded.”
-- Prof. McMurdy, hatin’ on 
programs with disabilities
Wacky Prof Quotes
Send your prof quotes 




This weekend I took a short 
trip that involved time travel. Yes, 
it is true.  Time travel does exist. 
Unfortunately, it can’t be used to 
help you change the past so that 
you don’t spill punch on your 
prom date or know to pay more 
attention on a certain upcoming 
Thursday so you wouldn’t end 
up driving off a bridge.  The time 
travel I’m talking about was per-
formed in a perfectly ordinary 
car without an iPod adapter or a 
smuggled plutonium-powered 
nuclear reactor.  
All I had to do was drive one 
hundred miles south from Terre 
Haute and, miraculously, I trav-
eled exactly one hour back in 
time!  Stranger still, when I excit-
edly approached the locals, con-
sisting of an acre of corn, six cows 
and a farmer, to tell them about 
my revelation and to find a phone 
to share the news with the world, 
the farmer laughingly said that 
he time traveled on a daily basis. 
All one has to do is to walk past 
a certain line.  Amazing!  This yo-
kel lived inside a dimensional rift 
and didn’t even realize it.  
Luckily, I, an engineer and 
thus of superior mental and so-
cial skills, understood this time-
changing “line” to be exactly what 
it was: the boundary to a tempo-
rally amorphous bubble in which 
everything is trapped one hour 
into the past.  Elated by my dis-
covery and sure of a Nobel Prize 
in something science-y, I bid the 
farmer and his cows goodbye.
Unfortunately, once I returned 
to my dorm, no one believed my 
fantastic story.  My roommate 
even asked if I had been smok-
ing too many rocks.  Ridiculous! 
How can one smoke too many 
rocks?  And what is worse, he 
didn’t believe me.  Defeated in 
my own home, I sought out the 
fraternity brothers, in whose 
houses legend has it that people 
have time traveled into the future 
by mixing loud music and alco-
hol.  However, they tried to ex-
plain something called “Daylight 
Savings Time,” apparently some 
sort of law put on this land to seg-
regate those who have daylight 
in the morning and those who 
have daylight slightly later in the 
morning.  The whole incoherent 
lot was insane.  I mean, how can 
you save daylight?  Put it in a jar 
and hope for the best? 
In the end, the only people who 
would believe me were the good 
people at the Rose Thorn.  When 
I burst down their door scream-
ing about time travel, they simply 
looked at each other, nodded, and 
ushered me into a room where I 
was told to write my story. 
Hey, the walls are bouncy! Yay!
Philip Becker
Staff Writer
The light on my computer net-
work card are always blinking.  I 
know that it blinks when it’s con-
nected to the network, and since 
I’m always on the network, it 
makes sense that it blinks all the 
time. 
But the light is still blinking. 
My computer is still working.  It’s 
still connected.
I think it’s up to something.
...but I don’t know what.  All my 
best efforts to figure out what it’s 
up to have failed.  I’ve been look-
ing for files on my computer that I 
didn’t put there, but there’s noth-
ing.  It’s not illegally downloading 
music or anything.
My first thought was, “Maybe 
it’s trying to take over the world!” 
I immediately disregarded that 
theory.  Besides the fact that the 
idea was hackneyed, I didn’t think 
it can do that with the Internet 
alone.  I mean, not everyone’s 
computer has a mind of its own, 
so it would be difficult to subdue 
humanity.  Besides, what ma-
chine would want to subdue hu-
manity?  If I were going to subdue 
a species, I’d probably subdue 
tigers.  They are so much cooler 
than people.
So then I figured my computer 
was patrolling the Internet to 
fight for truth, justice, and the 
American Way.  Out there, some-
where, there was a computer try-
ing to take over the world, and 
mine was fighting it on the digital 
battlefield while I sleep.  It’d be 
just like that great Power Rangers 
knockoff, Superhuman Samurai 
Syber-Squad.  All the little files 
would be like buildings and my 
computer would look like a gi-
ant superhero.  Then all the little 
monsters that this evil computer 
sent to conquer the world would 
get ninja kicked into the build-
ings.  How sweet would that be?
Although, the more I consider 
it, odds are my computer is prob-
ably just taking online courses, 
but instead of paying attention 
to its professors it’s playing Flash 
games.
The Little Line o’ Litigious Lard: The content of the Flipside is intended to be purely humorous, and it does not represent the opinions of the Rose Thorn or Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology. It doesn’t represent anybody’s opinions. 
It’s like someone played TIE Fighter and said, “Hey, this would make a great computer game!”  Facts in “This Day in History” courtesy of historychannel.com.  All material is copyright of its owner.  Any unattributed material was created by Gregory Weir. 
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This Day in History
Theodore Roosevelt is born 
on this day in 1858.  Upon 
climbing out of the womb, 
mustache fully grown, he 
wrestles a bear to the floor 
and breaks up 13 monopolies 
before his first drop of milk.
Oh Editor! My Editor! Rise up and hear the bells;
Time zoned out
Computer with a mind of its own
James Zhou
Staff Writer
Indiana Militia Guards Cornfield
Shoots mice on sight.
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Robots Demand Oil
Okay with lack of freedoms.
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Anonymous Student Ostracized by Peers
You know what you did.
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Go out to eat somewhere nice and give your stomach some 
decontamination time.
Show him the new Wal-Mart and all the wonderful things you’d 
have if only someone would buy them for you.
Take him to the poker tournament, but make sure he pays you the 
$25 buy-in.
After he beats you in poker, teach him about laking. First-hand. 
Spend some time teaching him why DePauw sucks and Purdon’t 
isn’t much better.
Play WOW with your dad! 40 man raid on the mighty Grobbulus!
Have him help with your homework. He’s got to know about 
Quantization, Discrete Fourier Series, The Loop Quantum 
Gravity Theorem…
Remind him why he’s paying $40,000 a year for you to go here by 
beating him 15-1 and 15-2 in Racquetball.
Halo LAN with the floor and their dads! I can’t wait to scream “My 
dad stuck your dad!”
Give him a little tour of the campus to prove why “the odds are 
good, but the goods are odd.” 
Too chicken to be funny?  Too weak to write  an occasional humor 
piece?  No testes and/or ovaries?  Then don’t even think about writing 
for the Flipside, and don’t contact flipside@rose-hulman.edu.
Caption This Picture! 
Send your captions for this picture to flipside@rose-hulman.edu 
and if we get any good ones, we’ll print them next week!
Ken Meyer / Rose Thorn
